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The concept

To share a passion for cycling in the mountains: on road bike, gravel bike, mountain
bike, tandem, tricycle, handbike.

To bring together those who do it (men, women, the disabled, the blind...) by offering
them a simple challenge: count and collect the cols that they climb.

The Club rule for members: to climb 100 passes, of which 5 are more than 2000 m,
using muscle-power alone.

The terrain: the mountain ranges of the whole world.

The duration: for some it stops with the “100 col diploma”, for others it will last a
lifetime.

Participation
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Established in 1972
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The evolution of total membership per year from 1972 to today
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More than 2000 active members in 2022 (= having published each year their lists of cols
climbed and paid their annual subscription)

including 20 % of women

Members from 15 countries in Europe and the USA, Canada, Australia....

In practice
Members’ passes are declared "on honour": no documentation of climbs need be
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Almost 100,000 cols can be downloaded, in Excel, ODS and pdf formats, free of charge

HODPEEEOLENA

Asia Oceania

Afghanistan Austraia
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Bhwtan
Carmbodia
China

MNew Zealand
Papua New Guinea

Samoa

Solomon Islands

Georgia
Hong-Kong
India
Indonesia H
Antartic
Iraq

Israel 2
Japan

Kazaknstan

Kyrgyzstan

Lacs

Letanon

Malaysia

Mongolia

Myanmar

Antarctica

Nepal

North Korea
Oman
Pakistan
Prsppines
Saud Arabla
South Korea
Sn Lanka
Siate of Palestne
Syria

Tahwan
Tajikistan
Thailand
Turky
Turkmenistan

provided.
However, all passes must be recognised by the Club, being included in one of 129
catalogues that it has published covering 166 countries and territories.
for members, and in pdf only by non-members.
Europe Africa America
Albania | 3 Algeria = Argentina
Andoa 1] Camefoon [ & | Bellze
ALsiria - Cape Verde = Bolivia
Benelux == Central African Republic = Brazil
Biritish Isles (0] Chaa =1 Canada
Bulgaria =] Comoros E Chile
Czech Republic Fd Cango =] Colombia
Ex Yougosinia = ;;::::Iaw Republic of the Congo E Lc:o:: Rica
France = Egypt -] Doriifiican Republic
Germany = Equatonal Guinea _— El Salvador
Greece = Eritrea (1] Guaternala
Hungary B Eswatini ] Honduras
aty = =] Ethicpia Jamaica
Maita o] Ghana | 0 | Mexico
Nordi countries n Guinea _— Micaragua
= Kenya = Panama
Foland ] Libya i [0 |Feru and Ecuador
Portugal n | Madagascar == .| South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands
FRomania [ ] Malawi [~ Trinidad and Tobago
Russia =2 Maurania _— United States
Slovakia [ ] Morocco = Uruguay
B Namibia =] Venezuela
=] Niger
Ukraing [N | Nigenia
= Rwanda
=] saint Helena
[« | Somaia
EES  SouthAfrica and Lesotho
= South Sudan
= Sudan
= Tanzania
==] Togo
[ » | Tunisia
Uganda
= Westem Sahara
] Zambia
| Zimbabwe

NE[NEANEINE-OMaEEEAHAER

United Arab Emirates
Uzbekistan

Vietnam

Yemen

in red, catalogues that have been updated this year.
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e The world coverage of passes was completed by the club and its volunteers by the end of
2022. 93 countries and territories have no passes, some so small (Monaco...) that they are
not visible on this map:

100 000 cols Catalogues de cols 2022

-

CLUB DES
CENT COLS

Pays avec
cols

Pays sans
cols

e Each year, the Club publishes its “Roll of Honour”, a list of all its active members, with
the total number of cols they have climbed.
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Good club communication
Modern communication methods are a godsend for the Club - to help it recruit, inspire,

and listen to its more than 2000 active members. The Club has developed many such
methods:

e An internet site : https://www.centcols.org/en/

[ | | Rssfeed  Clubnewsletters  Friendslinks  Memberssection  Discussionlist  Forum Q

THE CLUB DES CENT COLS THE LIFE OF THE CLUB JOINUS COLS GALLERY CYCLE TOURS SHOP 0DDS AND ENDS FAQ CONTACT

The life of the Club revolves around its website, where all can be found.

The site is also available in French and Italian.
CLUB DES 100 COLS

¢ An annual Revue of almost 150 pages, written in French
(though sometimes also including some English or Italian). It is
sent out to all active members, and includes Members’ tales
and anecdotes, the annual “Roll of Honour”, numerous
suggestions for future “séjours”, and all the year’s news.

e A Club shop, where members can obtain a line of cycle
clothing in Club colours, bringing members together around
shared values and a common image.

And, as well, catalogues of cols, Topo guides and accessories.
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https://www.centcols.org/en/
https://www.centcols.org/en/shop/

e A discussion forum . Cent Cols

Forum du Club des Cent Cols

= Accés rapide @ FAQ

# Index du forum

Nous sommes le 25 nov, 2020 18:44

LE CLUB DES CENT COLS

Lav!eduCIuh
n du Club, actualités, activités,

Aprapoz de: col:
cussions sur les cols : position, accés, diffic

Les some‘s
hotos, récits, sitions de sorties

R e e

Les voyages

Les infos, conseils, bons plans pour aller chercher les cols 3
LEVELD

Matériel, équipement
M POS: X \I'&E, entretien

EQDmeld vlt lmet urité

Technologie
GPS, carto E aphie, \g iels, tracé de parc
HiT

Smartbh e, photog

e An e-mail discussion list, open to all members to send messages to each other (requests
for advice or information, invitations etc)

e A facebook group, with more than 4.000 members, not necessarily all members of
the Club. Some of the Group may for example be those seeking to join the Club and
building up their collection of 100 cols, or others simply interested in the discussions
about cols and the general ambience of the Club.

CIub des Cent Cols >

@& Groupe (Privé) - 4K members

e The Club des Cent Cols is also a club "verified" by . STRAVA
The members of this network can group together (or not), and even if they do not all join
the Club des Cent Cols, they are all very active. They record their journeys directly from
their smartphones, they can publish them directly on the site with maps and relevant
photos, and even share everything on Facebook. The group moderator liaises permanently
with the Club; he relays key information, Club news, upcoming meetings, the publication of
the annual review, etc.
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https://www.centcols.org/forum/
https://www.centcols.org/liste-de-diffusion/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5261880558
https://www.strava.com/clubs/centcols

Good club tools
Every year, the Club registers more than 100,000 cols climbed by its members. An efficient
organization is one of the keys to its success.

e The Club's catalogues of cols are available in six languages (French, German, English,

Spanish, Italian, Dutch).

Below, for example, an extract of 6 columns (from 36 in total) from the catalogue of the

Cols of the British Isles:

Code Complete name

Documents Type

GB-SCT-068250 Garbh Bhealach

GB-SCT-0625b 20

GB-3CT-0625¢c
GB-SCT-0625d
GB-SCT-0827
GB-3CT-0627a
GB-SCT-0827b
GB-SCT-0827c
GB-3CT-0627d
GB-SCT-0631
GB-SCT-0832
GB-3CT-0635

Bealach an Duin

Bealach na Eas Ban

Bealach an Easain

Bealach an Fhir-bhogha
Bealach na Ba

Nick of Carclach

Bealach Clach nam Meirleach
Bealach a’ Mhaim

Lairig Dhochard

Bealach a’ Ghlas-choire

GB-SCT-0625¢ 20
GB-SCT-0625d 20
GB-SCT-0627 20
GB-SCT-0627a 15
GB-SCT-0827h 0
GB-SCT-0627c 20
GB-SCT-0627d 20
GEB-SCT-0631 20
GB-SCT-0832 15
GB-SCT-0635 20

05 Landranger 1:50000 05 Landranger Coord
50 55 NN352185
55 NS295972
2533 NGOEE243
34 NN1S0941
62 69 NRS63415
24 NGTT5424
7 NX405353
41 NN117512
51 NN455440
50 NN137455
32 NG4T5242

The “Type” column allows one to differentiate the cols between: O=road, 10=track,
15=path etc

The cols are geolocated according to 4 different systems, mainly the WGS84 decimal

system. In this example, the Ordnance Survey system is used.

The “Documents” column provides an internet link to maps and other documents
(photos, guides etc) linked to cols. For example, the Bealach na Ba:

[GB-SCT-0627b] Bealach na Ba @

Afficher 2 images / justificatifs pour ce col

Latitude : 57.41773 - Longitude : -5.70693 - Altitude : 627 m

SK RARS

The icons allow you to choose the map on which to show the col from the following
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https://www.centcols.org/en/catalogues-des-cols/
https://www.centcols.org/util/geo/visu.php?code=GB-SCT-0627b

range: OSM (Open Street Map), ESRI - a map of reference used worldwide, Google
Maps, and, for road cols, the view on the ground from Google Streetview.

The link “Afficher 2 images/justificatifs” gives access to photos of the col (or other
documents) as posted by the members.

@ OPENRUNNER | |
, is a French site that lets you plan your routes and obtain

cartographic and topographic outlines for them, across the whole world. The Club

catalogues have been integrated into the Openrunner maps of the countries concerned, as
for example here for Moll’s Gap in Ireland:

263 m - Moll's Gap
Cotation - 0 - Goudronné sur au
momns un versant

© centcois o

4 a

This lets members download and visualise their lists of cols climbed as well as to optimise
their objectives and their journeys.
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http://www.openrunner.com

e A Waypoints generator : ccWay
This allows members to select the passes in the region they choose (country,

administrative region, department, area on a map) and by category (road and off-road,
already climbed or not, etc):

@ Europe | Grande-Bretagne v |
() Afrique = I
Sélections géographiques il O’ Amérique
@ Sélection cartographique sur Google Maps : Asie
) Subdivision Océanie
1 OS Landranger 1 :50000

) Michelin 1:400.000
) Pays entier — ?

Ces filtres restreignent les sélections géographiques

Altitudes : minimum [j] m. maximum |__9999

m. Catégories de cols : (Choix multiples)

1 Routier L5 Portage
|2 Cyclable [_J7 Route non-cotée
)3 Poussage aisé ()8 Non-coté
(4 poussage difficile
Tout cocher Tout décocher
g Format de sortic I e

—

Choisir le format voulu selon votre logiciel
@ GPX (universel)
(O KML (Google Earth)

The resulting file allows one to integrate the cols with GPS applications, in Google Maps
or Google Earth

e The "Topo" Guides

These guides describe 280 off-road circuits in the principal European mountain ranges,
with all the necessary details — distance, dénivelée, orientation, possible
accommodation, predictable travel times etc.

All these geographical tools allow you to optimise your choice of destinations and consider
all possible routes. The most experienced members may choose high off-road mountain

routes of considerable difficulty, while others may instead settle for quiet routes on small
deserted roads, such as the “Caminos naturales” in Spain.
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https://www.centcols.org/en/ccway/
https://www.centcols.org/en/product-category/guidestopo-en/

A club rich in ideas and activities

e Every year, the Club organises 3 annual "séjours" in a mountain massif, bringing
together about 250 members.

Duration: 3 to 7 days

Road and off-road rides for each day, open to all and with enough variations to suit
all capabilities.

Last countries visited: France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Germany

o It publishes 24 “randonnées permanentes” (long distance trails, each with at least 100
cols). There are Road and MTB randonnées,
o in numerous mountain areas, Black Forest, Vosges, Jura, Massif Central, Alps,
Pyrénées, Corsica, Cordillere Cantabrique, Monts Ibériques and Sierra Nevada
o and in several countries: Spain, Italy, Switzerland, France, Germany, Andorra,
Austria.
These randonnées are organised in 3 concepts:
o the linear randonnée, from point A to point B, eg. I'"Ultreia from Barcelona to St
Jacques de Compostelle,
o the linear randonnée returning to the starting point, eg. Cent Cols in the north of
Corsica
o the circular randonnée, mini-circuits of 1 to 4 days that make for easier logistics
(hotels, camp sites, companions etc...), eg Les Boucles de Provence,
o and from the point of view of difficulty : the easiest do less than 1000 km and
20000 m of climbing, the most difficult, Arc-en-Cimes, from Monaco to Salzburg,
is 5000 km and 115000 m of climbing

ARCEN CIMES - 100 HIGHEST ROAD COLS IN THE ALPS

Randonnee of 5, 000 km and 115, 500 m elevation
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https://www.centcols.org/en/categorie/sejours-en/
https://www.centcols.org/en/categorie/randonneepermanentes-en/
https://www.centcols.org/la-ultreia-cent-cols-de-barcelona-a-santiago-de-compostela/
https://www.centcols.org/cent-cols-dans-le-nord-de-la-corse/
https://www.centcols.org/les-boucles-de-provence/
https://www.centcols.org/arc-en-cimes-les-cent-plus-hauts-cols-routiers-de-larc-alpin/

These permanent trails can be undertaken as you please, over one or more seasons,
starting at any point on the itinerary. A gpx trace and a precise roadbook are provided
for all participants.

Up to now, more than 1500 members have signed up for these randonnées
permanentes, and more than 500 have completed them.

The "Brevets" for road cols

They are selected by country (the brevet national covers all a country's cols) or by
administrative districts, eg. French départements, Swiss cantons, provinces in Spain or
Italy, Lander in Austria or Germany). They favour road cols, less numerous than off-road
cols, and are great objectives and inspirations for club members : to climb all the road
cols that a country or administrative district contains.

The Club offers its members more than 1100 such brevets across the world,
incorporating 20,000 cols.

Members sign up themselves on the club website (more than 3000 have already done
so), they organise on line the progress of their rides in their chosen administrative
districts, the cols climbed as well as those to be climbed and when the ride is finished,
an official diploma is issued to them.

There are 5 brevets available in the British Isles and Ireland.

Despite the recent creation of these rides, more than 30 members have already
completed a national brevet (all the road cols of a country).

The Challenges

These challenges have been proposed by individual Club members and recognised
officially by the Club. They embody the Club’s ethos to discover new regions, new ways
of cycling, new cols:

o Challenge "The Hundred Passes of Jean Perdoux" (the first 100 cols climbed by
the Club’s founder)

o Challenge of the road passes on “The Alpine Watershed”

o Challenge of the “Septentrion”. 110 cols in regions where not many exist, to the
north of a line from Hendaye (in France) to Devin Stralsund (in Germany)

o Challenges of the "100, 150 and 200 most beautiful road passes of the Alps"
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https://www.centcols.org/en/brevets-routiers/
https://www.centcols.org/en/categorie/challenges-en/

A club with a European dimension

An ltalian president, active volunteers in the organisation and life of the club who are
English, German, Belgian, Dutch, Italian and Swiss, and a more and more international
membership, have inspired the club to form active partnerships with several European
federations. These partnerships are in course of being updated.

L’Union Européenne de cyclotourisme organises every
year, in a different country, a European week of
cycletouring.

In 2023, it will take place in Plasencia in Spain.

It also organises Traits d’Union Européens consisting of linking Paris by bike to other
capitals in the European Union or of Europe and certain principalities and to link their
capitals between themselves.

For these 2 projects the Club des Cent Cols has contributed its expertise in the creation
and direction of mountain routes.

Spain is the country with the most cols in the world (18673),
FEDERACION far ahead of France with 11190 cols. And yet, Spain of all the
DE countries bordering France has the fewest members of our
club. For that reason the Club des Cent Cols decided in 2022
CICLOTURISMO to approach the Federacion de Cicloturismo.

As part of this collaboration, the
club and the FECT are revisiting the
12 « radiales ibéricas », road
itineraries starting from the Madrid
region and joining the extremities
of the Iberian polygon to reinforce
the dimension « mountains and the
collection of cols ».
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https://uect.org/en/europeen-week/plasencia-2023
https://uect.org/en/traits-unions-7
https://fect.info/index.php/actividad/radiales-ibericas/presentacion
https://uect.org/fr/
https://fect.info/index.php

Good Club Organisation

e Under the association law of 1901, the CCC is formally affiliated to the FFCT (French
Federation of Cyclotourism)
e A “Conseil d’Administration” of 9 members
e Territorial and national delegates, to manage the Club at local level, and scrutinise and
approve members’ col lists:
o 9DTsin France,
o one DT per country in Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy, Switzerland, the British
Isles,
o one DT for the rest of the world
e Regional or national facilitators who organise local Club gatherings each year
e Working groups to create, develop and maintain the database for all the Club
catalogues
e A computer technology group of 4 specialists who run and maintain the Club’s
computer platforms, and above all the col database
e |nall, among some 2000 current Club members, more than 60 people, all volunteers,
contributing actively to its daily work.
e An annual budget of 250k€

Contacts

Enrico Alberini — Mantova - Italie : president@centcols.org

Hervé Retieres — Cormeilles en Parisis - France : secretaire@centcols.org

Jeremy Chandler — London — Great Britain : dt.gb-ie@centcols.org

The Club des Cent Cols, a shared passion
for cycling and the mountains

Updated February 2023

Denis Chouquet-Stringer

Cent Cols n°6183

Translation: Jeremy Chandler Cent Cols n°6814
and Gerald Cowham Cent Cols n°5756
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